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John Kavanagh 
 

 

John currently plays the roles of the Ancient Seer and Pope Leo X in The History 
Channel’s VIKINGS. He is currently filming the role of the Ancient Seer in Netflix 
series VALHALLA. John was recently seen in Ridley Scott's feature film THE 
LAST DUEL. Other recent screen credits include the role of Arturo Toscanini in 
Stephen Frear’s FLORENCE FOSTER JENKINS and the role of Granddad in 
Ciarán Dooley’s award winning short film THE GREAT WIDE OPEN. On stage, 
John will next appear as Hugo Day in The Abbey Theatre’s production of 
DONEGAL directed by Conall Morrison. Please note that this CV details just a 
small sample of John’s recent work over his long and prolific theatre career.   
Extended CV available on request.  
 
Playing Age: 60s-70s 
Height: 6 ft. 
Eye Colour: Hazel 
Hair Colour: Grey 
Sport: Horse riding & golf 
Music & Dance: Baritone, accomplished ballroom dancer & jive 
Full car and motorcycle driver’s licence 
Accomplished voiceover and audio book artist 

 

  FILM 
The Last Duel | Le Gris’ Priest 
Florence Foster Jenkins | Arturo Toscanini 

Ridley Scott 
Stephen Frears 

Argentan Productions 
Qwerty Films / Pathé  

The Great Wide Open | Granddad Ciarán Dooley Pitchmark Ltd 
The Stag / The Bachelor Weekend | Derry Quinn John Butler Treasure Entertainment 
In Secret | Inspector Michaud Charlie Stratton LD Entertainment 
The Invisible Woman | Rev William Benham Ralph Fiennes BBC Films 
The Runway | Seamus Ian Power Fastnet Films 
Closing the Ring | Rev. Smith Richard Attenborough Prospero pictures 
The Tiger’s Tail | Harry John Boorman Fern Gully Films 
The Black Dahlia | Emmett Lynscott Brian de Palma Millenium Films 
Alexander | Parmenian Oliver Stone Intermedia 
Dancing at Lughnasa | Father Carlin Pat O’Connor Ferndale Films 
Into the West | Harnet Mike Newell Channel Four Films / Little Bird 
The Butcher Boy | Dr. Boyd Neil Jordan Geffen Pictures 
Braveheart | Craig Mel Gibson Kon Productions / LADD Prods. 
Circle of Friends | Brian Mahon Pat O’Connor Lantana / Price Entertainment 

  TELEVISION 
Valhalla | Ancient Seer 
Vikings (Seasons 1-6) | Ancient Seer 

Various 
Ciarán Donnelly, Johan Renck & 
Ken Girotti 

Netflix 
World 2000 

Vikings (Season 4) | Pope Leo X Ken Girotti History Channel / World 2000 
Jack Taylor: Priest | Father Royce Stuart Orme Taylormade Stories / TV3 
Titanic: Blood and Steel | Edward Carson Ciarán Donnelly Epos Films 
Father & Son | John O’Connor Brian Kirk Left Bank Pictures 
The Clinic | Simon Lund Janet Traynor Parallel Films / RTÉ 
Holby City | Fr. Thomas Logan Jamie Annett BBC 
Inspector George Gently | Doyle Ciaran Donnelly  Company Pictures 
The Tudors | Cardinal Campeggio Various HBO 

  THEATRE 
Donegal | Hugo Day Conall Morrison The Abbey Theatre 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream | Lysander Gavin Quinn The Abbey Theatre 
Aristocrats | Father Patrick Mason The Abbey Theatre 
King Lear | the Duke of Albany Selina Cartmell The Abbey Theatre 
Da | Drumm Toby Frow The Gate Theatre 
The Speckled People | Gearóid Toby Frow The Gate Theatre 
A View From the Bridge | Alfieri Mark Brokaw The Gate Theatre 
See You Next Tuesday | Cheval Robin Lefevre The Gate Theatre 
Eccentricities of a Nightingale | Rev. Winemiller Dominic Cooke The Gate Theatre 
As You Like It | Jacques Jonathan Miller The Gate Theatre 
The Homecoming | Sam Robin Lefevre The Gate Theatre 

 


