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Bairbre Ní Chaoimh

Bairbre has worked extensively as a freelance actor on stage, screen, radio and television, performing in Ireland, England, Scotland, America, Japan and Australia. She is a theatre director and has presented plays in Ireland, England, Scotland, Germany, Kosovo, Macedonia, America, Canada and Australia. 

She was an Associate Artist at The Abbey Theatre for three years and Artistic Director of Calypso Productions and The Tower of Babel and has received several awards and nominations for her work as an actor and director. 

She has co-written a full-length play called Stolen Child with Yvonne Quinn and adapted Oscar Wilde’s The Birthday Of The Infanta for the stage. She created a site-specific piece called Hand Me Down The Moon with visual artist Aideen Barry.

She is a qualified speech and drama teacher (London College of Music) and drama facilitator.

Bairbre’s more recent film and television credits include Washed Up Love (Cait), Val Falvey, TD (the Parrot Lady), Fair City (Patricia Collins), Corp Agus Anam (Mrs. Uí Dhofaigh), Paddywhackery (Mrs. Clinton), and Aifric (Vice Principal), as well as roles in  Angela’s Ashes (Postmistress), Aristocrats (Governess) and Falling for a Dancer (Maeve), Finbar’s Class (Moonflower), Frankie Starlight (Sr. Edna), Glenroe (Carmel) and 

Having made her début at The Abbey Theatre in Galileo, Bairbre performed in many plays there including The King of Friday’s Men, The Sanctuary Lamp, Ulysses in Night-Town, Drama at Inish, The Far Off Hills, Candide, Deoraíocht, Scéal Scéalaí and Cúirt an Mheanoíche.

For The Gate she appeared in Private Lives, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, The Rivals and Salomé. She also played in Come And Go in the Gate’s Beckett Festival, which toured to London, New York and Melbourne.

She played in Druid Theatre Company’s production of The Shaughraun and their acclaimed version of The Playboy of the Western World, which toured to England, Scotland, America and Australia.

Favourite roles include Laura in The Glass Menagerie and several roles for Focus Theatre including Honey in Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf, The Sweet Girl in La Ronde and Praskovya in A Place With The Pigs.

She toured to Japan playing Bianca in The London Stage Company’s production of Othello.

She played in The Whisperers and I Can’t Get Started for Rough Magic and in Farawayan and Hughie on the Wires for Calypso. 

She performed in Legends, Women in Arms and Wuthering Heights for Storytellers and in Romeo and Juliet for Second Age.

For Bewley’s Café Theatre Company she played in The Stronger, Dinner in Mulberry Street and A Village Wooing.

Bairbre is a fluent Irish speaker and has acted in numerous plays and reviews for The Peacock. She also performed in Fear An Tae for Amharclann de h-Íde and An Triail for Aisling Ghéar.

Recent roles in new site-specific work include Pauline in Laundry for ANU Productions, Valentina Tereshkova in Hand Me Down The Moon for Women In Space, Jane in The End Of The Road for Fishamble, The Insomniac in Basin for Anu and the Mother in Walnuts Remind Me Of My Mother at The Cobalt Café.

Bairbre directed a touring production of An Triail for Aisling Ghéar, Tom Loves A Lord at the Samuel Beckett Theatre, Bad Sunday, One For Sorrow and The Stone at the New Theatre and The Birthday of the Infanta for Bewleys Café Theatre. Before that she directed The Fisheman’s Son for The Hub@The Belltable and Seven Jewish Children at The New Theatre. 

She directed Play, Come and Go and Act Without Words II for the Gate Theatre’s Beckett Festival at the Lincoln Centre in New York and at the Barbican Theatre in London.

Her production of Catalpa won a Fringe First Award at the Edinburgh Festival for Red Kettle and a Critics’ Award at the Melbourne Festival for The Gate Theatre. Catalpa has since played in festivals all over the world, including The Island Festival in Washington and The New World Theatre Festival in Toronto.

Directing credits for Calypso Productions includes The Wonderful World of Dissocia and a production of Fairytaleheart that toured to Kosovo and Macedonia. Other plays for Calypso include Bones, Talking to Terrorists, Operation Easter (performed in Kilmainham Gaol to commemorate the 90th anniversary of the 1916 Rising), Master Harold and the Boys, I Have Before Me A Remarkable Document Given To Me By A Young Lady From Rwanda, Five Kinds of Silence, Guess Who’s Coming For The Dinner, The Asylum Ball and Stolen Child. She also directed Maeve Ingoldsby’s Mixing it on the Mountain for the Tower of Babel.

Directing credits for Storytellers Theatre include adaptations of Silas Marner, Hansel and Gretel, The Happy Prince, The Star Child and The Selfish Giant. She also directed the world premiere of When The Wall Came Down by Renate Ahrens Kramer, which played in Ireland and at The Berlin Festival and was subsequently translated into German.

Other credits include The Spirit of Annie Ross for Druid Theatre; The Stomping Ground for Red Kettle; Yerma for Galloglass; Riders to the Sea, The Tinker’s Wedding and Ceacht Houdini for Amharclann de hÍde; Very Heaven, A Place with the Pigs and Small Box Psychosis for Focus;

The Diamond Lens at The New Theatre; The Happy Prince, This Property is Condemned, The Dock Brief, A Chip in the Sugar and Village Wooing – all for Bewley’s Café Theatre Company. She directed rehearsed readings of The Drums Of Father Ned and Salad Day for The Abbey Theatre.
Bairbre received the Judges’ Special Award at the 2008 Irish Times Theatre Awards.

She was an actor and director for The Gate Theatre’s Beckett season of plays, which won a major award at The Melbourne Festival.

She and visual artist Aideen Barry received a Project Award from The Arts Council in 2010 for Hand me Down The Moon, a show about women obsessed with space travel and lunar exploration. Laundry, produced by Anú Productions and directed by Louise Lowe, has received the Irish Times Theatre Award for Best Production in 2012.

Her production of Catalpa received a Fringe First award in Edinburgh and a Critics’ Award at the Melbourne Festival.

Master Harold…and the Boys, which she directed, received a nomination for Best Production and two Best Actors’ nominations from The Irish Times Theatre Awards and the Fringe Festival Awards.

Bairbre was nominated for Best Supporting Actress for her roles in The Shaughraun and The Playboy of the Western World for Druid Theatre.

While working for Calypso Productions she received a MAMA award and a World Refugee Day award for her creative work with multi-ethnic communities.

Bairbre recently returned to the Abbey stage in Autumn 2012 in The Picture of Dorian Gray.
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